Membership Libraries Group

1. Redwood Library & Athenaum (1747)
redwoodlibrary.org | Newport, Rl

2. Charleston Library Society (1748)
charlestonlibrarysociety.org | Charleston, SC

3. New York Society Library (1754)
nysoclib.org | New York, NY

4. Boston Athenaeum (1807)
bostonathenaeum.org | Boston, MA

5. Salem Athenzeum (1810)
salemathenaeum.net | Salem, MA

6. Athenaum of Philadelphia (1814)
philaathenaeum.org | Philadelphia, PA

7. Portsmouth Athenseum (1817)
portsmouthathenaeum.org | Portsmouth, NH

8. Mechanics’ Hall Library (1820)
mechanicshallmaine.org | Portland, ME

9. Center for Fiction (1820)
centerforfiction.org | New York, NY

10. Institute Library (1826)
institutelibrary.org | New Haven, CT

11. Mercantile Library (1835)
mercantilelibrary.com | Cincinnati, OH

12. Providence Athenaum (1836)
providenceathenaeum.org | Providence, Rl

13. Mechanics’ Institute Library (1855)
milibrary.org | San Francisco, CA

14. Lanier Library (1890)
thelanierlibrary.org | Tryon, NC

15. Timrod Literary & Library Association (1897)

thetimrodlibrary.org | Summerville, SC

16. Athenaeum Music & Arts Library (1899)
ljathenaeum.org | Lalolla, CA

17. Folio: The Seattle Athenaeum (2014)
folioseattle.org | Seattle, WA

What is an athenseeum?

The word athenasum (pronounced
a-thuh-nee-uhm) is derived from
Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom.
In 1731, Benjamin Franklin founded the
Library Company of Philadelphia, a
membership library that pooled the
resources of multiple readers, and the
idea spread worldwide. Of the
thousands of membership libraries that
flourished in America in the nineteenth
century, fewer than twenty survive.
However, the membership library’s
purpose remains the same: to
encourage self-improvement and
promote intellectual curiosity. Help
preserve local history and become a
Friend of the Portsmouth Athenzeum.

Portsmouth Athenzeum

Open Tuesday—Saturday,
1to 4 p.m., and by appointment

9 Market Square
P.O. Box 366
Portsmouth, N.H. 03802

603.431.2538
portsmouthathenaeum.org
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