
The Performance Committee of the Portsmouth Athenæum presents the annual

Portsmouth Athenæum Memorial Concert

featuring

Sebastian Bäverstam, 'cello
 Sunday, June 12, 2022, at 3 p.m.                     St. John's Church, Portsmouth, N.H.

- - - - - - - -
Remembering our deceased Proprietor:

Evangeline Brawn           Share 287 
  

- - - - - - - -

Suite No. 4 for unaccompanied cello, BWV 1010          Johann Sebastian Bach
Prelude in E flat major
Bourrée in E flat major

- - - - - - - -

Remembering our deceased Proprietor:
  

Thomas Catalano              Share 195 
 

- - - - - - - -

Theme and Variations in D minor, cello solo, JS 196                       Jean Sibelius 
Selected Variations

  
Sonata for Solo Cello                                                                              György Ligeti

I.   Dialogo – Adagio, Rubato, Cantabile

- - - - - - - -

Remembering our deceased Proprietor:

Richard E. Winslow III    Share 80 

- - - - - - - -

Appalachia Waltz for unaccompanied cello                            Mark O'Connor

Suite No. 6  for unaccompanied cello, BWV 1012       Johann Sebastian Bach
Sarabande in D major

The concert is free and open to the public – contributions are gratefully accepted



About our performer:
Praised by The Strad for his “…powerfully expressive style,” cellist Sebastian Bäverstam is a 

winner of the 2009 Concert Artists Guild International Competition.  After his performance at Weill 
Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall was noted in The Strad for its “consummate instrumental mastery,” he 
was selected  by Musical America as its “New Artist of the Month” for June 2011.

Mr. Bäverstam has spent summers as a member of the Ravinia Festival’s renowned Steans 
Institute.  His cross-country recital tours in thirteen different states include performances for 
Pepperdine University and the Chamber Music Society of Little Rock.  Concerto performances include 
the Dupage (IL) and Mankato (MN) Symphony Orchestras, playing Strauss' Don Quixote with both, 
and the South Bay Symphony in Myrtle Beach, SC (Saint-Saëns Concerto No. 1).

Sebastian Bäverstam has appeared multiple times on the nationally syndicated radio and TV 
show From the Top, and he has also been heard on theVoice of America.  he has participated in a PBS 
documentary filmed at Carnegie Hall, and a nationally televised commercial for Bose music systems.

A winner of the Boston Symphony Orchestra’s Concerto Competition, Mr. Bäverstam performed
the Shostakovitch Concerto with the BSO at Symphony Hall.  Later he was called on to substitute 
for Lynn Harrell with the Cape Cod Symphony on only six hours' notice. He delighted the audience 
playing Schumann’s Cello Concerto and was praised by the Cape Cod Times for his “insightful 
musicianship and poetic feeling.”

Committed to performing music of our time and to working with living composers, Mr. 
Bäverstam was the 2006 winner for contemporary interpretation at the Johansen International 
Competition for String Players.  He has attended many summer festivals including the Aspen Festival, 
the Banff Centre in Canada, the Verbier Festival Academy and the International Music Academy of 
Switzerland, directed by Seiji Ozawa.

Mr. Bäverstam offered his first full recital at the age of six at Harvard University and his 
first concerto with orchestra at the age of seven.  In 2002 at the age of fourteen, he made his Weill 
Hall debut. Since then he has given numerous solo recitals, recently performing all six Bach cello 
suites at Williams College.  He appeared as the featured young artist of the Williamstown Chamber 
Concerts and has also performed at the Cape Cod Chamber Music Festival, the ASCAP awards at 
Lincoln Center, the Théatre des Champs Elysées in Paris and many other venues.

A dual citizen of the United States and Sweden, Sebastian Bäverstam has participated in 
master classes with Frans Helmerson, Orlando Cole, Pieter Wispelwey, and Bernard Greenhouse, 
among others, and he currently studies with Paul Katz at the New England Conservatory in Boston.

About the music:
Bach's genius needs little elaboration; suffice it to say his præternatural talents led him to 

create works for organ, chorus, and orchestral instruments that literally stand alone, unequaled in 
their imagination and power.  One thinks of the B minor Mass, the Motets for a cappella choir, the 
various dance suites for keyboard and for orchestra, and of course his organ works.  But it is safe to 
say that nothing in his oeuvre better exemplifies Bach's genius than his suites for solo violin and for 
cello.  Bach weaves something magical out of seemingly simple solo lines of sound.  Composed sometime 
before 1720, the six suites for cello do not exist in original autograph form; it is intriguing that the 
copies written out by Anna Magdalena Bach lack Bach's usual details of performance technique, and 
performers are forced to resolve many questions of interpretation on their own...

Sibelius wrote his Theme and Variations in D minor for solo cello in 1887, but the manuscript 
went unpublished and was rediscovered only in 1995.  As soulful and evocative as his  symphonies, this 
work by Sibelius was the first suite for solo cello by a major composer since Bach's.

Ligety composed Dialogo for a fellow student at Budapest Music Academy in 1948; she spurned 
him and it.  Later he added a short Capriccio movement to create a Sonata, but the added music was far
too 'modern' for a communist groupthink music committee, and the piece was banished for over 25 years.  
Now it is a qualifying test piece for each year's Rostropovich Prize cello competition in Paris.

Mark O'Connor (born August 5, 1961) is an American fiddle player and composer whose music 
combines bluegrass, country, jazz and classical. A three-time Grammy winner, he has won six Country 
Music Association Musician of the Year awards.  His Appalachia Waltz  has been adopted by cellist 
Yo-Yo Ma as part of his live performance repertoire, and is frequently used as music for weddings 
including two of former Vice President Al Gore's daughters.          

                                                                                                          – WFW                                              


	Appalachia Waltz for unaccompanied cello Mark O'Connor
	Suite No. 6 for unaccompanied cello, BWV 1012 Johann Sebastian Bach Sarabande in D major

