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Mission 
 
 
We, the Proprietors of the Portsmouth Athenæum, associate to promote learning and advance 
useful knowledge among our constituents and the wider community by facilitating convivial 
interchange and intellectual discourse; maintaining our historic buildings and library; and 
collecting and preserving materials relevant to the history and culture of Portsmouth and the 
Piscataqua region. 
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Report of the Keeper 
 
 
2020 will not soon be forgotten, as much as most of us would like to wish it away. Many have 
compared it to the flu pandemic year of 1918. I see parallels with 1816, known as “the year with 
no summer.” To me, 2020 seems like the year with no year. 
 
In 1815, Mount Tambora in Indonesia exploded in the most violent volcanic eruption in the 
historical record. The vast quantity of ash and debris pushed into the upper atmosphere by the 
force of the eruption darkened the earth’s skies for three years. Throughout the Northern 
Hemisphere, there were frosts and snows in every month of the summer of 1816, damaging crops 
and leading to a surge of bankruptcies that in turn led to a national credit crisis. The New 
Hampshire Fire & Marine Insurance Company, which built our historic building in Market 
Square and occupied the two ground-floor rooms, burned fourteen and three-quarters cords of 
wood in 1816, vastly more than in previous years. For the first time, they had to restock firewood 
in August, when they usually ordered wood in October. The murky orange skies of 1816 can be 
seen in the moody landscapes of J. M. W. Turner and Caspar David Friedrich. The pervasive 
gloom is said to have inspired Mary Shelley to write her classic gothic novel, Frankenstein. 
 
Here in Portsmouth in December of 1816, the darkest month of the darkest year on record, a 
group of citizens gathered to form a new library and reading room that was incorporated the 
following summer as the Proprietors of the Portsmouth Athenæum. In a time of tremendous 
uncertainty and social disruption, our predecessors bravely banded together to affirm that the 
best remedy for the devastating effects of the global darkness is the light of learning and literature 
and what was then called natural philosophy, now termed science. We will be well served by 
following their example. 
 
So, in our 2020 version of a year without a summer (or fall, or winter), we have not surrendered 
to the shadows, but have worked faithfully to keep that flame sparked in 1816 alight. Even in 
three months of lockdown, we continued to circulate books by reservation and by mail. We also 
answered a flood of email research requests from those who otherwise would have just walked in. 
We have embraced new technologies to keep our staff, board, committees, and vital volunteers 
working and communicating. We have also built new connections to sister institutions to 
multiply the return on our combined efforts. 
 
Your amazing Athenæum staff, Robin, Stephanie, James, Carolyn, Katy, and Susan, as well as 
volunteer Curator Elizabeth Aykroyd, have been able to stay remarkably productive working 
partly or mostly from home. Herculean efforts from Treasurer Jeff Keefe and Office Manager 
Stephanie Tabit secured a Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) loan that ensured that we could keep 
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all of our staff not just paid, but paid and productive. Stephanie also uncovered a check fraud 
attempt on our bank account, saving us thousands of dollars and proving that work from home 
isn’t all sweatpants and Snickers. 
 
Informed by a number of member surveys, interviews, and board retreats, our Long-Range 
Planning Committee has developed a strategic framework that will guide work groups who will 
look at specific issues in greater depth. Most of what is needed for near-term stability is either 
done or underway. The next step is to examine and define our ambitions so that we can map a 
clear path to achieve our goals. We will be asking for your help and input on that. 
 
The one affirming bright spot of 2020 was 
the active engagement of our members. In 
a year when many nonprofits struggled, 
our Proprietors, Subscribers, and Friends 
rallied and more than doubled the amount 
of Annual Appeal and unrestricted gifts 
from a year ago, filling the void left by lost 
earned income. 
 
I believe that our founders were 
intentional, incorporating their library 
started in December of 1816 not as an 
inanimate building or a collection, but as 
“The Proprietors of the Portsmouth 
Athenæum.” They recognized that in dark, 
even volcanic days, it may be comforting to 
curl up with a good book, but it is better to 
build a library together and spread the 
light. Thank you all. 
 
 
Tom Hardiman, Keeper 
Report presented at the 202nd Annual Meeting 
January 24, 2021 
  

Image: PC1456
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Report of the President 
 
 
We’re making history today. For the first time in 202 years, we are holding our annual meeting 
by Zoom. Not during the Civil War, not during World War I or World War II, and not in the 
midst of the Spanish flu epidemic in 1918–1920 has the annual meeting ever been postponed, but 
now with modern technology, we’re able to communicate in this less-than-perfect way to take a 
look at the state of the Portsmouth Athenæum. 
 
Tom Hardiman mentioned how the Athenæum provides light in a time of darkness. I think 
finally, after a year, there is light at the end of this pandemic tunnel, and it can’t come soon 
enough. 
 
There’s been some talk at the Athenæum, and even some concern, about the aging membership. 
But this has its advantages. First, about two-thirds of our members are eligible for a vaccine shot 
right now, so as a nonprofit organization, if all goes according to plan, we’ll have herd immunity 
at the Athenæum before other organizations. Secondly, most of our Proprietors are over the age 
of sixty-five, and many of them are accomplished and well-off. It’s not common in our society 
today to exalt the well-to-do, but the response of the Proprietors to this year’s annual appeal is 
certainly evidence that the well-to-do are frequently generous and philanthropic, and many of 
our members have been more generous than ever this year. This is an interesting phenomenon 
that other nonprofits are seeing is year. It could be that many of us are grateful for our blessings; 
it also may be that it’s more difficult to spend our money elsewhere during the pandemic. One 
year into this miserable pandemic, the Athenæum is as financially healthy as it has ever been. 
 
One of the central purposes and goals of the Athenæum is to facilitate convivial interchange and 
intellectual discourse. This isn’t easy to do by Zoom, and it has been frustrating to cancel events 
that would accomplish this. But we’ve had lectures by Zoom where people can learn and 
exchange ideas, all from the comfort of our homes. 
 
I thank Tom Hardiman and the excellent staff and the board members for being so patient this 
year. It seems like another era, but at the beginning of the year we had in-person meetings, a 
strategic planning retreat, and some in-person socializing before the pandemic hit—and even an 
appropriately masked and socially distanced cocktail party at Sally Smyser’s house on the 
Piscataqua River. But other than that, we’ve been limited to Zoom meetings every month. 
 
Thanks to Peter Tarlton, Ellen Fineberg, and Sally Gayer, who have done such a fine job of 
shepherding us through the long-range planning process, also known as the strategic planning 
process. And thanks to Peggy Hodges, secretary and chair of the Space-Use Needs Committee. 
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Thanks to the other board members, Jeff Keefe, Mark McNabb, David Borden, Jan Dinan, Peter 
Rice, Lynne Crocker, Ed Caylor, Sandra Rux, and Past President Steve Roberts, for their patience 
and good work. 
 
I fervently hope that in a few months the Athenæum will be a social place once again where we 
can enjoy one another’s company in person. 
  
We face a number of interesting issues in the coming year, including the fate of Ireland on the 
Square—it’s unclear whether that tenant will survive the winter—as well as moving forward with 
a new HVAC system, addressing space-use 
issues, and coming up with a strategic plan. 
 
Focusing on the strategic plan has been an 
interesting way to focus on what we’re 
doing at the Athenæum and where we hope 
to be years from now. I know this is not the 
first time this has been done, but it is a 
good thing to do periodically. Some of the 
Proprietors have participated in Zoom 
meetings to discuss this, and the next step 
will be for the board to draft a strategic 
plan, which we hope to complete in spring 
2021. I want to stress that the board hasn’t 
made any decisions about any specific 
action, such as moving the 10,000 books 
back to the Athenæum from the North 
Hampton storage facility, taking over 
Ireland on the Square, putting solar panels 
on the roof, or moving anything around. 
That’s going to be the subject of discussion 
in months to come, and everyone is 
welcome and invited to participate. 
 
 
Bradley Lown, President 
Report presented at the 202nd Annual Meeting 
January 24, 2021 
  

The bust of Caroline Elizabeth Jenness, 
located in the Library Room, reminded us to 

wear masks when visiting the Athenæum 
this year. Photo: James Smith. 
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting 
 
 

PORTSMOUTH ATHENÆUM 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 
3:00 p.m. in the Shaw Research Library 

 
1. Call to Order: President Steve Roberts called the 201st meeting of the Proprietors of the 
Portsmouth Athenæum to order at 3:00 p.m. He notified the attendees the meeting was being 
recorded. The minutes of the 200th meeting were presented. On the motion of Peter Rice, 
seconded by Richard Candee, the minutes of the 2019 annual meeting were unanimously 
approved. 
 
2. Necrology: Steve Roberts read the list of the Proprietors and former Proprietors who died in 
2019: Proprietors Nancy Reynolds Beck, Share 294; Mark Connolly, Share 306; Gerald Kelly, 
Share 253; Michael Kenslea, Share 194; Elizabeth Larsen, Share 46; Joan Lockhart, Share 33; 
William W. Seaward, Share 145; Clinton Hoxsie Springer, Share 293; Sumner Weinbaum, Share 
198; Joyce Reopel Zabarsky, Share 118; and Former Proprietors Carl Crossman, formerly Share 
214; and Morris Foye III, formerly Share 35. Steve then asked for a moment of silence to honor 
those who passed in 2019. 
 
3. Finances: 
 

a. Report of the Treasurer: Treasurer Jeffrey Keefe presented the financial summary for 
2019, which he called another strong year. Our income was $578,000, which was $178,000 
above our budget. Our expenses were $451,000, which was $29,000 above our budget. 
$22,000 of that came from the need to set up and lease the offsite storage facility in North 
Hampton. We recorded a budgetary surplus around $149,000 for the fiscal year. A large 
portion of the surplus was the result of $132,000 in bequests and gifts, most of which 
came from donors who were not members of the Athenæum. He noted that our fiscal 
performance reflected greatly on the fine work of Keeper Tom Hardiman and the 
operation of our cost-conscience committees. 

 
b. Report of the Investment Committee: Jeff noted that 2019 was very kind to the 
financial markets, and as a result the Athenæum investment portfolio had strong results. 
We went from a starting value of $1,562,000 to an end-of-year value of $1,848,000, which 
was a gain of 21 percent against a benchmark of 15.6 percent. The current allocation of 
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the portfolio is 60 percent in equities and 40 percent in cash and fixed income. Jeff noted 
that last year he had reported that the committee was looking for a new investment 
manager with the goals of increasing the level of service and reducing investment 
management fees while maintaining competitive investment results. After a careful 
search, the committee hired Nvest, a local, independent manager, to handle the portfolio 
going forward. They have been able to reduce our management fees by 57 percent, which 
will save the Athenæum approximately $16,000 per year. Jeff thanked the other 
committee members, Steve Demarais, Gail Drobnyk, and Lorn Buxton, for all the time 
they spent working on this project. 

 
c. Approval of the 2020 Assessment: Wendy Lull made a motion to approve the 2020 
assessment of $250. Richard Candee seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 
4. Report of the Keeper: Keeper Tom Hardiman noted that we are in the middle of a long-range 
planning process. We have had a consultant who has been interviewing key board members, 
staff, past committee members, and others. Tom met with the consultant after he completed his 
interviews. The consultant said his mind was spinning from all the opinions about all the things 
that go on at the Athenæum. He said the only point that all agreed on was that Tom was the 
cheapest man in Portsmouth. Tom went on to note that 2019 was one of the most successful 
years in our history thanks to the generosity of our members and the hard work of the volunteers 
on our nineteen committees. In addition, our paid staff, Robin, Susan, James, Carolyn, Katy, and 
Stephanie, went far beyond what was asked of them. It is important to recognize the incredible 
successes as we face certain challenges going forward. When you are really good at what you do, 
you do not look at challenges as defeats; you look at them as opportunities to improve and do 
everything better. Our current challenge stems from a letter we received in August, which stated 
that our building was never engineered to hold what was already in the building, let alone 
everything we wanted to add. That we were overloaded should not come as a shock given the 
accumulation of research materials over the past thirty-five years. In order to give us the time 
needed to make the best decisions, we have rented a climate-controlled facility in North 
Hampton and have moved 180 boxes of books there. We have also moved 300 cubic feet of 
historical newspapers. By the end of February 2020, the Foye building should be fully compliant. 
We have done what we have to do. Now we need to look at what we want to do. The board and 
the Long-Range Planning Committee are already working hard on this challenge. He noted that 
he is confident that this exercise will invigorate the organization. “We may not be in the same 
shape as at age thirty, but, looking back, 1847 really wasn’t all it was cracked up to be: the country 
was deeply polarized politically, roads and other infrastructure were in a parlous state, and Wi-Fi 
and cell connections were spotty at best. By planning carefully and acting deliberately I know we 
can prove that 203 is the new thirty.” 
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5. Report of the President: President Steve Roberts delivered the Report of the President. Steve 
began by noting that two years ago, he took over a very well-run organization from Karen 
Bouffard and John Shaw before her. He added that with the brains of Tom Hardiman and Jeff 
Keefe, the benefits of a bull market were well managed. Additionally, the Athenæum was 
fortunate enough to receive $175,000 in unsolicited donations. All of this was fortunate since we 
faced the challenges of meeting the fire code requirements. Now we face a different challenge. 
Steve thanked the staff, Tom, the board, and Jeff for their assistance. The biggest challenge we 
face is to decide what we are going to do with this organization. How will we attract new 
members? Are we going to be a performance center, a research library, a circulating library, or a 
gallery? What is our role going to be? The members will have to decide and use the space 
accordingly. We are just at the start of this process, and no decisions have been made. Peter 
Tarlton will explain in the report of the Long-Range Planning Committee. The board completed 
a retreat to consider these questions and will meet again in four to six weeks. The board will not 
make any momentous decisions without the input of the Proprietors. Please make your views 
known to Tom, Brad, or members of the board. Steve suggested that Proprietors get involved by 
volunteering on one of our committees, the “lifeblood of the organization.” He noted that the 
Athenæum is many things to many people, and it is this quality that brings us together. Over the 
next two years, we will succeed in determining what we want the Athenæum to be into the 
future, and Steve promised to help any way possible. 
 
6. Report of the Long-Range Planning Committee: Chairman Peter Tarlton recognized the 
members of the committee: Sally Gayer, Ellen Fineberg, Tom Hardiman, and the Board of 
Directors. He noted that there has been a lot of work done on space utilization by a consultant, 
thanks to the great work done by Peggy Hodges and Barbara Moore. Another consultant 
specializes in helping not-for-profits to define their missions. A third consultant helped us to 
develop a strategic framework. Al Cantor helped us run our first retreat last Friday. We discussed 
governance, values and aspirations, facilities, and sustainability. Over the past eighteen months, 
we have been working to identify our space needs, including our capacity limits, which will have 
to be dealt with. Our structural issues led to the offsite move, which Tom led. The staff was able 
to identify items to move based on factors such as value and frequency of use. There is clearly a 
need for heating, ventilating, and air conditioning in our buildings. We have also looked at 
modest space reallocations that might improve our operations and services. We are aware of the 
average age of our membership, which means we must continue to think about new members. 
We did well with our member surveys, with one having an 80 percent response rate. Two major 
points were noted. First was a desire for more lectures. The second was an interest in increased 
community engagement of the Athenæum. We looked at other organizations with similar 
historical or cultural interests in the Seacoast area. We wondered how we could use our assets, 
such as the collections and archives, to leverage our sustainability going forward. We believe that 
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we will need from one to five million dollars to improve our facilities. Operating revenue 
increases will be needed to expand our collections and services. We will hold a second retreat in 
four to eight weeks with the goal of establishing a strategic framework, which will help us derive 
specific action plans. He closed by stating that the committee is trying to do a thorough, 
complete, and thoughtful job, paying attention to the interests and input of the membership. 
 
7. Volunteer Recognition: Steve Roberts began the recognition ceremony by thanking Karen 
Bouffard for her service as a director, serving as vice president from 2014 to 2016, president from 
2016 to 2018, and past president from 2018 to 2020. He noted that while she did an outstanding 
job in each of these positions, she consistently devoted so much energy and time supporting the 
Athenæum. He then thanked Douglas Aykroyd for his service as secretary from 2009 to 2020. 
Steve asked Brad Lown to join him in presenting certificates of appreciation to the following: 
Allen McGee for five years of service as the Art ’Round Town cohost; Mark Ankarberg, Ed 
Caylor, and Jeff Hopper for five years of service as Wine Stewards; David Ewing for seven years’ 
service as the gallery coordinator for the Exhibits Committee; and Barbara Adams for nine years’ 
service on the Exhibits Committee. 
 
8. Report of the Nominating Committee: Tom Watson presented the following slate of officers 
and directors: 

President (to 2022) Bradley M. Lown 
Vice President (to 2022) Sarah B. Gayer 
Treasurer (to 2023) Jeffrey W. Keefe 
Secretary (to 2023) Margaret F. Hodges 
Directors (to 2023) Edward N. Caylor 
 Janet D. Dinan 
 Mark A. McNabb 

 
Douglas Aykroyd made a motion to accept the nominations of the committee. Peter Rice 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
9. New Business: 
 

a. Peter Cook introduced his friend, Phil Carling, who has a hobby of making protective 
boxes and wraps for books, magazines, and documents. Together, they discussed with 
Tom the possibility of his volunteering for the Athenæum to provide wraps and boxes for 
our collection. Phil is asking for only the cost of materials to be reimbursed. He also 
proposed to make clamshell boxes for Proprietors at half the normal cost of $120. He also 
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offered to give everything over the cost of materials to the rare book collection fund. 
More information about his boxes can be found at biblioboxes.com. 
 
b. Bill Wieting thanked the membership for their continuing appreciation of music. He 
noted that the memorial concert will take place on Sunday, May 24, at the North Church 
at 3:00 p.m. The concert will feature Peter Sykes playing his harpsichord. He also reported 
that the Portsmouth Athenæum Prize in the Humanities was given for the third time last 
fall. Sharon Griffin and Dick Adams helped Bill in the selection process. One idea shared 
by all three was that some form of membership should be added to the prize. He 
suggested that members express to the board their thoughts on adding a Junior, Student, 
or Temporary Athenæum membership to the prize to get young people into the building. 

 
10. Adjournment: There being no further business, Ellie Sanderson made a motion to adjourn. 
Richard Candee seconded the motion which passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 
3:45 p.m. 
 
 
Douglas Aykroyd, Secretary 
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Program Achievements 
 
 
2020 began with great promise and a full complement of lectures, concerts, book talks, and social 
events on the schedule. The year started on Sunday, January 26, with the 201st Annual Meeting 
of the Proprietors of the Portsmouth Athenæum in the Research Library. The membership gave a 
warm thanks to outgoing Past President Karen Bouffard, President Steve Roberts, Vice President 
John Rice, and Secretary Douglas Aykroyd. It welcomed incoming President Brad Lown, Vice 
President Sally Gayer, Secretary Peggy Hodges, and Director Lynne Crocker. 
 
The opening reception for the exhibition Hampton Beach: Summer of ’83, featuring photographs 
by Peter Randall, was held on February 7 in the Randall Gallery. The exhibition brought a taste of 
summer to a cold New England winter. The gallery was also open for Art ’Round Town on 
Friday, March 6. 
 
The lively program of events ground to a halt when the COVID-19 pandemic forced the 
temporary closure of the library on March 17. The lecture series and social programs set to start 
in April and the concert series set to start in May had to be canceled. Despite the closure, activity 
continued, especially via emailed research requests and the planned move of library materials to 
an offsite storage facility. 
 
The library reopened to Athenæum members on June 3, and staff began booking research and 
gallery visits by appointment. Email and telephone requests for information remained high. 
 
In midsummer, we teamed up with our sister institutions to provide virtual programming. We 
partnered with the Portsmouth Public Library on August 11 to feature local historian Barbara 
Rimkunas on “Local History: Urban Legends, Local Lore, and Real History.” Two days later on 
August 13, we promoted the public library’s online genealogy workshop with Robert Cameron 
Weir on reading seventeenth-century handwriting.  
 
Flatbread Company of Portsmouth held a fundraiser for the Douglas Armsden photograph 
project on September 8, with a portion of the proceeds of every pizza sold that evening going 
toward the purchase of archival supplies for the collection. 
 
On September 13, we partnered with the Portsmouth Peace Treaty Forum for a lecture 
celebrating the 115th anniversary of the signing of the Portsmouth Peace Treaty, which featured 
Joseph S. Nye, Harvard University Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus and author of Do 
Morals Matter? Presidents and Foreign Policy from FDR to Trump. 
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On September 17, we joined the Charleston Library Society and the Membership Libraries Group 
in offering a book talk with author Dinyar Patel on his new book, Naoroji: Pioneer of Indian 
Nationalism. We partnered again with the Portsmouth Public Library on September 22 for an 
online local history talk by Proprietor Jack McGee on “The Life, Times, and Political Career of 
Justice Levi Woodbury.” We joined with the Athenæum of Philadelphia and the Membership 
Libraries Group on October 1 for a book talk with Peniel E. Joseph on The Sword and the Shield: 
The Revolutionary Lives of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
Our very first Virtual Athenæum Tea for new members took place on October 27 via Zoom, and 
it was a great success. We held a lively conversation and introduced new members to the 
Athenæum and one another at a time when we couldn’t do so in person. 
 
October 29, the Athenæum was again in partnership with the Portsmouth Public Library in 
presenting “Votes for Women” with Liz Tentarelli about the history of the suffrage movement in 
New Hampshire. This talk was originally planned as part of the Athenæum’s live program series 
for 2020, so we were pleased to still offer the program in a revised format. 
 
In a solo effort on November 10, the Athenæum presented Proprietor Lou Salome speaking 
about his new book, Thoreau, The Kid, and Mr. Lou: Book Notes of a Foreign Correspondent. 
Salome lived for a year in the New Hampshire woods, where he wrote the acclaimed Violence, 
Veils, and Bloodlines: Reporting from War Zones. He kept a daily journal detailing his life in the 
woods, a year when dreams, notebooks, a card game called cribbage, baseball, and the natural 
world played vital roles in helping to banish his demons. Those thick journals are the main, but 
not only, source of his newest book on the transformative powers of words and memory. 
 
The Providence Athenæum and the Membership Libraries Group presented Senator Sherrod 
Brown on November 13. His new book, Desk 88: Eight Progressive Senators Who Changed 
America, profiles some of the previous occupants of Senate desk number 88, which Brown has 
held since 2006. 
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December 9, the Portsmouth Athenæum and the Membership Libraries Group presented 
Carolyn Eastman, associate professor of history at Virginia Commonwealth University, speaking 
about her new book, The Strange Genius of Mr. O: The World of the United States’ First Forgotten 
Celebrity. Intended to reach broader reading audiences than the usual academic book, it tells a 
new story about the early United States through the career of an extraordinary and eccentric 
performer, James Ogilvie. The narrative takes fascinating and unexpected turns as he destroyed 
his reputation at one point, regained it a few months later, wound up fighting in the War of 1812, 
wrote a terrible book, and headed to Great Britain to continue his celebrity performances. A 
former special collections librarian at the Athenæum, Eastman is also the author of A Nation of 
Speechifiers: Making an American Public after the Revolution. 
 
Our annual Proprietors’ Art 
Show moved online this year, 
with artwork in varied media 
appearing in our weekly e-
newsletter throughout the 
months of November and 
December 2020 and continuing 
into January 2021. Featured 
artists were David Random, 
Peter Lamb, Faith Harrington, 
Judy Schubert, Irene Bush, 
Dustan Knight, Barbara Adams, 
Nancy Starks-Cheney, Gillian 
Aguilar, Cindy Bufithis, and 
Mara Witzling. 
 
To close the year, the Athenæum 
participated in the Chamber 
Collaborative of Greater Portsmouth’s Hope for the Holidays campaign, which served as a way for 
the community to gather resources and collective energy to support Seacoast-area nonprofits 
during a challenging holiday season. At the start of 2021, the Athenæum received a check for 
funds donated by community members.  

The 2020 Virtual Athenæum Proprietors’ Art Show 
featured the amazing talents of our members, 

including Judy Schubert with her Reading Room 
Sunlight: Portsmouth Athenæum, 16" x 20" oil on linen. 
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Staff Accomplishments 
 
 
2020 was an unusual year, but the Athenæum’s dedicated staff did not hesitate. The year started 
off strong, with hundreds of visitors coming to view our historic building. When the state went 
into lockdown due to the coronavirus pandemic in mid-March, Athenæum staff worked from 
home for three months. After reopening the library in June, Keeper Tom Hardiman, Librarian 
Robin Silva, Research Librarian Carolyn Marvin, and Photographic Collections Manager James 
Smith kept the library staffed for in-person research appointments. Research Librarian Katy 
Sternberger managed the many emailed research and image requests. Office Manager Stephanie 
Tabit worked miracles from home, catching attempted bank fraud on our account and managing 
our federal Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) loan application 
process. All of their efforts ensured 
that the Athenæum’s loyal members, 
donors, and visitors continued to 
receive timely service, even in a 
global crisis.  
 
During the three months of 
coronavirus lockdown in 2020, 
Keeper Tom Hardiman continued to 
come into the office most days to 
ensure the safety of the buildings and 
collections. He also assembled more 
than 1,000 linear feet of shelving at 
the offsite storage facility in North 
Hampton and arranged more than 
800 linear feet of library materials in numerical order to make them easily retrieved upon request. 
In addition, he served as a grant reviewer for the National Endowment for the Humanities 
Sustaining Cultural Heritage Collections grant program. 
 
Archivist Susan Kindstedt took a leave of absence starting in July to care for her family during 
the pandemic. Before her departure, she finished processing several manuscript collections, 
including the George Scott receipt collection (MS138) and the Nathan Parker Simes logbooks 
(MS142), both of which she wrote about for the Athenæum’s blog. She also became a Proprietor 
of the Athenæum this year. 
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Research Librarian Carolyn Marvin ensured new books were cataloged in a timely manner and 
ready for checkout by eager members. She contributed a book review to the Athenæum’s website. 
 
Librarian Robin Silva completed renumbering the entire library catalog, made the Athenæum’s 
collections more accessible by adding links to PDFs of digitized material, and contributed a blog 
post and a book review to the Athenæum’s website. 
 
In September, Research Librarian Katy Sternberger became a Certified Archivist after 
demonstrating archival work experience and sitting for a three-hour exam. In addition, she 
earned her Digital Archives Specialist certificate from the Society of American Archivists after 
completing nine courses over two years and passing a comprehensive exam. She brings this 
expertise to her everyday work at the Athenæum. 
 
Office Manager Stephanie Tabit secured a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan for the 
Athenæum from the Small Business Administration during a competitive application process. 
The loan, forgiven in full, ensured that staff saw no interruptions in pay for their hard work. 
 
  

 
Thanks to the accessibility of our collections, made possible by the 
efforts of every staff member, the Athenæum has become recognized 
as a valuable repository for our region’s history. Whether they walk 
into the Research Library by appointment, email their requests, or 
contact us by phone, researchers are always impressed by the scope 
and care of our collections, the promptness of our response, and the 
personal care given to each request. 
 
Staff are truly the Athenæum’s ambassadors. From local house 
histories and genealogy to scholarly research being done in faraway 
places such as Germany, France, China, Japan, and the Orkney Islands, 
our collections are increasingly being discovered and utilized. 
 
–Carolyn Marvin 
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Report of the Admissions Committee 
 
 
The Admissions Committee met to review nineteen new applications in 2020 and unanimously 
approved all of the following applications. 
 
 
The committee recommended the following share transfers: 
 
Share 253 from the estate of Proprietor Gerald Kelly to his son, Erin Kelly. Erin is a fire 
lieutenant and EMS provider in New Castle. He lives in Portsmouth with his wife and two 
children. He is endorsed by Peter Rice, Ronan Donohoe, and Eleonore Sanderson. 
 
Share 82 from Proprietor Albert Stowe to his daughter, Susan Kindstedt. Susan is the 
Athenæum’s archivist and has cataloged many of our major manuscript collections, including the 
Kimball family collection and the North Church collection. She lives in Rye with her husband, 
Jason, and three children. She is endorsed by Peggy Hodges, Ursula Wright, and Kinley Gregg. 
 
Share 198 from the estate of Proprietor Sumner Winebaum to his son, Samuel Winebaum. Sam 
is an entrepreneur and the founder/editor of roadtrailrun.com. Sam lives in Rye and is 
recommended by Ellen Fineberg, David Borden, and John Shaw. 
 
 
The committee also recommended the following for admission as Subscribers: 
 
Charles Abizaid works in biotech marketing, sales, and marketing and has a long interest in 
maritime history and whaling. He lives in Stratham with his wife, Susan, and two children. He is 
endorsed by Brad Lown, James Russ, and John Shaw. 
 
Jason T. Brewster is the national accounts manager at NESC Staffing and is interested in history. 
He lives in Portsmouth with his wife, Trisha, and two children. Jason is recommended by Brad 
Lown, Charles Bickford, and Michael Chubrich. 
 
John S. Chamberlain is a computer scientist and lifelong book collector interested in history. He 
lives in Newington and is endorsed by Brad Lown, Sally Gayer, and Peter Rice. 
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James W. Dean Jr. is the president of the University of New Hampshire and is interested in 
supporting local culture. He lives in Durham with his wife, Janet, and two daughters. He is 
recommended by Joan Graf, Sally Ford, and John Shaw. 
 
Christopher Fischer is an attorney interested in supporting the community and historic 
preservation. He lives in Portsmouth with his wife, Saeger, and is endorsed by Brad Lown, John 
Shaw, and Charles Doleac. 
 
Jody Hoffer Gittell is professor of management at Brandeis University. She lives in Portsmouth 
with her husband, Ross, and two children. She is recommended by Brad Lown, Ellen Fineberg, 
and Ronan Donohoe. 
 
Jean Kane is a commercial real estate broker who is interested in preserving the history of 
Portsmouth, where she lives with husband, Joseph. Jean is endorsed by Maryellen Burke, Bruce 
Montgomery, and Tom Watson. 
 
Brian W. J. Lemay is the executive director of the Portsmouth Historical Society. He is currently 
living in Needham, Massachusetts, with his wife, Marian, and he is endorsed by Richard Candee, 
Robert Chase, and Ellen Fineberg. 
 
Diane Smith Manson is a retired attorney in Portsmouth, where she lives with her husband, 
Thomas, and three children. Diane is endorsed by Gary Hicks, Maryellen Burke, and Philippe 
von Hemert. 
 
Joseph T. Porter is a banker and retired CIO of Enterprise National Bank. He and his husband, 
Carter, live in Jacksonville, Florida, but often come to Portsmouth where Joe has family roots. He 
is recommended by Michael Hughes, Tom Hardiman, and Steve Roberts. 
 
Stephen M. Pounds is retired from Computer Services Corporation and is interested in music, 
boating, art, history, and genealogy. He lives in Kittery Point, Maine, with his wife, Katharine, 
and is recommended by Keith Frisbee, Robert Allister, and Paul McKeon. 
 
Christopher Hall Roberts is an award-winning investigative journalist with broad interests in 
history, politics, and culture. Chris lives in Brooklyn, New York, and is endorsed by Tara Vose, 
Jeff Hopper, and Tom Hardiman. 
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John K. Tabor Jr. is recently retired as the president and publisher of Seacoast Media Group. 
John and his wife, Betsy, live in Portsmouth, and he is endorsed by John Rice, Dennis Robinson, 
and Jameson French. 
 
E. William Truslow is a commercial photographer in Portsmouth who enjoys hiking, cycling, 
and travel. He lives in Rye with his wife, Danna, and is recommended by John Shaw, Tom 
Sherman, and Kelly Davis. 
 
Bruce L. Valley was the founder and CEO of GlobeNet Aerospace Corp and is the author of 
three books. He lives in Rye and is endorsed by Clinton Miller, Rodman Philbrick, and Leo 
Axtin. 
 
Anne S. Weidman is director of business development and community engagement for JSA 
architects. She lives in Portsmouth with her husband, Mark, and two children. She is 
recommended by Ellen Fineberg, Mark McNabb, and Stephanie Seacord. 
 
Ken H. Wolf is the owner of Portsmouth Soap Company and is very interested in local history. 
He lives in Portsmouth with his wife, Lauren, and is endorsed by Maryellen Burke, Kevin Lafond, 
and Tracey Graffam-Dickson. 
 
 
Gary Ghigliotti (chair), Kimberly Meyer, Stephen Roberts, John R. Shaw 
Admissions Committee  
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Report of the Art and Artifacts Committee 
 
 
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, 2020 was a quiet year for the Art and Artifacts Collection 
Committee. Most of our work was done by email and occasional trips into the Athenæum during 
staff hours and then only when needed. However, we continued to monitor the temperature and 
humidity in the buildings via loggers that record up to four months of data, which can then be 
printed out on a graph. The information gathered has been used to provide a good picture of the 
environment in the buildings throughout the year. 
 
We received one gift this year: Hovey Dodge gave the Athenæum a silver bowl that had been 
presented in 1967 to his parents, Martha and George Dodge, by the actors and crew of Theatre by 
the Sea in recognition of all their hard work for the theater. 
 
Conservation work on the portrait of Theodore Sheafe by Joseph Greenleaf Cole was completed 
in the fall, and the painting was returned to the Athenæum. The conservator was able to repair 
most of the considerable damage that had been done to the canvas, resulting in a much-
improved appearance. 
 
The members of the committee are Elizabeth Aykroyd (chair), Douglas Aykroyd, Alan Bennett, 
Pat Breslin, Judy Groppa, Tom Hardiman, Cathy Hodson, Rebecca Mitchell, Tara Vose Raiselis, 
Steve Roberts, Carolyn Roy, Sandra Rux, Elaine Tefft, and Hilda Versluys. 
 
 
Elizabeth Aykroyd, Chair 
Art and Artifacts Collection Committee 
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Report of the Exhibits Committee 
 
 
2020 began with an exhibition of 
photographs by Peter Randall titled 
Hampton Beach: Summer of ’83. It opened 
on February 7 and also featured Hampton 
Beach objects from the Hampton Historical 
Society. The opening was well attended 
with many old friends visiting with Peter 
Randall. The COVID-19 lockdown began 
on March 15, so this exhibition had little 
time on public view. However, it remained 
in the gallery and visitors were able to 
make appointments to visit it. Peter Randall 
is pleased to have had the longest-running 
show in the gallery. Thanks to Sherry Wood for 
excellent publicity for the opening. 
 
The Proprietors’ Art Show had a virtual presence this year. Thanks to creative Proprietors and 
James Smith of the Athenæum staff, we had a featured artist each week throughout November 
and December. The show included paintings in oil, watercolor, and pastel; stained glass; 
industrial sculpture; photography; ceramics; and a birch bark box. We received a lot of positive 
feedback for this and were pleased to be able to help the Athenæum maintain a semblance of 
normalcy during these trying months. 
 
It does not look like we will be able to have an exhibition in the gallery until third quarter of 
2021. The Wentworth Takeover: Lieutenant Governor John Wentworth and His Family 1720–1775 
is tentatively scheduled to open at the beginning of August and run until it is time for the annual 
Proprietors’ Art Show in late November. It is possible that parts of the Wentworth exhibition will 
be included in the Athenæum weekly e-newsletter as we get closer to the summer. 
 
The members of the committee are Elizabeth Aykroyd, Linda Cheatham, Ronan Donohoe, 
Lauren Gallant, Joan Graf, Judy Groppa, Susan Hamilton, Tom Hardiman, David Random, 
Sandra Rux (chair), Elaine Tefft, and Sherry Wood. 
 
 
Sandra Rux, Chair 
Athenæum Arts–Exhibits Committee  

Peter Randall’s photograph exhibition 
became the longest-running show in the 

Athenæum’s history due to the pandemic. 
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Report of the Investment Committee 
 
 
The financial markets saw extreme declines in the first quarter, followed by historic recovery 
during the remainder of the year. As a result, the Athenæum investment portfolio finished with 
strong results. The portfolio finished up on the year, from a beginning value of $1,848,891 to a 
year-end value of $1,937,057—a net gain after management fees of $76,256. This represents an 
investment increase of 4.77 percent. The current allocation of the investment portfolio is 60 
percent equities and 40 percent cash and fixed income.  
 
I’d like to thank my fellow committee members, Steve Demarais, Gail Drobnyk, and Lorn Buxton 
for their generous time and effort they’ve put into the Investment Committee over the past year.  
 
When we look at the overall results, we were able to grow our bottom line (total net assets) 
during an extremely challenging time by $115,052, or 3.53 percent, from $3,257,140 to 
$3,372,192. Again, this is as a direct result of our generous Proprietors.  
 
At this point would like to seek approval for the 2021 assessment, which will remain unchanged 
at $250. [Motion passed to approve the 2021 assessment of $250.] 
 
Thank you again for your generous support. Our Proprietors are without question the strength of 
the organization and it’s an honor to serve as your treasurer. 
 
 
Jeffrey Keefe, Treasurer 
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Report of the Library Committee 
 
 
While the Library Committee was largely quiescent during this pandemic year, the Athenæum 
library’s dedicated, professional, and undaunted staff remained on the job, assisting researchers 
and finding new ways to connect with our membership. This seems the perfect time to showcase 
the work of our staff: Librarian Robin Silva; Research Librarians Katy Sternberger and Carolyn 
Marvin; Archivist Susan Kindstedt, currently on leave; and Photographic Collections Manager 
and social media guru extraordinaire James Smith. 
 
Research Library 
 
After a temporary closure at the start of the pandemic, the Athenæum was open by appointment 
only. As a result, reference services constituted 78 percent of the Research Library’s in-person 
activity this year. In prior months, reference services accounted for 28 percent of in-person 
contacts, indicating that most visitors came in for exhibits or tours of the building. 
 
 Over the course of the year, 716 people visited, called, or emailed the Athenæum’s 

Research Library, 80 percent of whom were nonmembers. Reference inquiries accounted 
for 46 percent of all contacts. Most reference services were provided via email due to the 
pandemic, although there was a steady stream of scheduled in-person research 
appointments after our limited reopening. We averaged nine image order requests, twelve 
online reference requests, and thirteen in-person reference requests per month this year. 

 Demand for digitized material, especially archival records, increased significantly this 
year since researchers were not able to travel. 

 Highlights: This year, genealogical inquiries came from as far away as Australia. Closer to 
home, the Portsmouth Fire Department requested the Athenæum’s help in locating a 
time capsule in a historic fire station, and a Strawbery Banke intern visited to research 
apothecary gardens. Staff provided Michigan State University faculty period documents 
related to Portsmouth’s catastrophic early-nineteenth-century fires for a monograph on 
disaster response in the United States. A British doctoral candidate researching forestry in 
colonial America accessed our collection of surveyor David Dunbar’s (dfl. 1728–1737) 
correspondence. A University of New Hampshire graduate school intern transcribed 
letters documenting the formative years of the United States Postal Service. An author 
who is writing a biography of abolitionists Angelina and Sarah Grimké digitally accessed 
our collection of letters exchanged between the sisters and Portsmouth peace activist 
William Ladd; this correspondence was previously unknown to Grimké scholars. 
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Digital Access 
 
The Athenæum recognizes that 
digitization provides optimal public 
access to our unique archival and 
photographic collections. Staff and 
volunteers continued digitization 
projects in-house, and collaborative 
digitization projects with other 
institutions are truly maximizing 
collections access. 
 
 In 2020, nearly 27,500 unique 

visitors searched our online 
catalog. There are now almost 
900 catalog entries with 
clickable links to PDFs of our 
historic pamphlets and vertical 
files, or to digitized editions of our rare and historic books. 

 The Athenæum’s collaboration with the New England Historic Genealogical Society and 
Portsmouth Public Library to scan, index, and make available online the 122-volume 
historic records of the Portsmouth School Department, 1846–1935, continues. The first 
group of volumes has been rehoused, scanned, indexed, and deposited at the Portsmouth 
Public Library. Work will resume as the pandemic lifts. 

 
Circulating Library 
 
Despite the fact that the Athenæum was closed from mid-March to mid-June due to the 
pandemic, 705 books were checked out in 2020—down just 100 from 2019. The statewide 
interlibrary loan service, NHAIS, resumed on September 15, and the Athenæum was able to 
request and loan books through the system again. We acquired 189 new titles during the year, 
119 by purchase and 70 by donation, maintaining a well-curated and cost-effective library of 
contemporary fiction and nonfiction for our readership. 
 
 
Peggy Hodges, Chair 
Library Committee 
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Report of the Long-Range Planning Committee 
 
 
The minutes of the 2020 annual meeting reflect the background work conducted by the Long-
Range Planning Committee. Members of the committee are Peter Tarlton, committee chair and 
board member; board members Ellen Fineberg and Sally Gayer; and Keeper Tom Hardiman. The 
early stages of the committee’s work included several member surveys and interviews and one in-
person board retreat before the work was slowed by the spiking pandemic. By midyear we were 
back on track, using virtual meetings and further retreats. 
 
The LRP Committee and consultant Alan Cantor developed the 2020 Strategic Framework over 
the past year. It was reviewed and edited by the Board of Directors in a series of focused sessions 
and was unanimously approved on September 30, 2020. A copy of the framework and an 
introductory explanation were sent to all Proprietors ahead of a series of listening sessions. The 
framework outlines twenty key areas that need attention, arranged into four broad categories: 
 
Ensure Effective Governance 
Strengthen Connections to Community & Individuals 
Maintain and Develop Facilities & Collections 
Ensure Sustainability 
 
The next step, which will begin early in 
2021, is that the board will appoint 
work groups to explore each of the 
twenty key points identified in the 
strategic framework and to make 
recommendations for targeted action. 
These work groups will be made up of 
both board members and Athenæum 
Proprietors, Subscribers, and Friends. 
You will be hearing from us soon. 
 
 
Peter Tarlton, Chair 
Long-Range Planning Committee 
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Report of the Nominating Committee 
 
 
For consideration by the Proprietors of the Portsmouth Athenæum at the 202nd annual meeting 
scheduled for January 24, 2021, the Nominating Committee submitted the following 
nominations for officers and directors for terms commencing in 2021. 
 
Secretary (to 2022) 1 year term Margaret F. Hodges 
Treasurer (to 2022) 1 year term Jeffrey W. Keefe 
 
For Director (to 2024) 3 year term Richard G. Adams 
For Director (to 2024) 3 year term Peter P. Rice (second term) 
For Director (to 2024) 3 year term Peter Tarlton (second term) 
 
 
Maryellen Burke (chair), Ronan P. Donohoe, Donald S. Margeson  
Nominating Committee 
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Report of the Performance Committee 
 
 
Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus pandemic, all of the Performance Committee’s usual 
programs, including the annual memorial concert and the Portsmouth Athenæum Chamber 
Music (PACM) Series, were canceled for this year. 
 
 
William F. Wieting, Chair 
Performance Committee 
  

Photo: James Smith
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Report of the Publications Committee 
 
 
The full force of the COVID-19 pandemic struck just as the Athenæum’s spring newsletter was 
being put to bed, so we had to “pivot” to include content that was as up to date as possible, 
understanding that communication with our Proprietors was even more crucial in a difficult and 
confusing time. The announcement of the Athenæum’s temporary closure was the lead article, 
penned by our faithful Keeper Tom Hardiman. 
 
By the summer edition, we were able to announce the happy news that Proprietors were 
welcomed back to the building in June. Committee member Don Margeson wrote an excellent 
overview of the Athenæum staff’s continued research and scholarship during the temporary 
closure, including Librarian Robin Silva’s update of the library catalog and Archivist Susan 
Kindstedt’s mining of the logbooks of Portsmouth sea captain Nathan Parker Simes. The 
importance of social media was highlighted in an article on the Gloucester House at State and 
Marcy streets, one of many posts created by Photographic Collections Manager James Smith 
throughout the year. 
 
We finished the year strong, with the fall newsletter updating Proprietors on the Douglas 
Armsden photograph collection, a page of virtual events, member milestones and in memoriam, 
and two new voices—Portsmouth School Department Records project volunteer Mara Witzling 
(“The Joy of Docs”) and University of New Hampshire graduate school intern Cecilia Paquette 
(“Unrest in the Post Office!). The newsletter arrived at the post office in Portsmouth just in time 
for the pre-election absentee ballot rush, but it eventually landed in our mailboxes. Research 
Librarians Carolyn Marvin and Katy Sternberger updated us on their latest projects, and Dick 
Adams enlightened us as always with his Arcana column on “rare bird” nineteenth-century 
Proprietor John Langdon Elwyn. 
 
Contributors included all of those named above as well as Douglas Aykroyd, Peggy Hodges, 
Sandra Rux, Bill Weiting, and Irene Bush. Special thanks to newsletter designer Susan Kress 
Hamilton of Phineas Graphics, who brings order to chaos and makes it all look beautiful. 
 
The members of the committee are Dick Adams, Kimberly Alexander, Douglas Aykroyd, Tom 
Hardiman, Peggy Hodges, Jeffrey Hopper, Donald Margeson, and Sherry Wood (chair). 
 
 
Sherry Wood, Chair 
Publications Committee 
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Report of the Social Committee 
 
 
The Social Committee met in January 2020 to plan for the reception that followed the annual 
meeting. That was the only Social Committee meeting held in person at the Athenæum for 2020 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
All other in-person meetings were canceled, including a new member tea that had been 
scheduled for April, the annual summer picnic that had been scheduled for August, and the 
annual holiday party that had been scheduled for December. 
 
We did, however, regroup in October to hold two virtual meetings and an online new member 
event. The Virtual Athenæum Tea was well received and gave everyone involved a sense of 
community and purpose. We also learned a bit more about the technology of virtual events. 
 
The Social Committee announced that we added a new member, Curt Springer. Many of you will 
know Curt, who has been one of the dedicated Wine Stewards who has served at receptions and 
events. He is also the son of Clint Springer, a former longtime Proprietor. Curt brings his positive 
attitude and technical expertise to our virtual meetings. 
 
In December, thanks especially to Jan Dinan and Doug Aykroyd, we were able to send out a 
special Athenæum greeting card and a newly minted Athenæum ornament to our members, 
reminding them that they are appreciated. 
 
I would like to thank the members of the Social Committee, who continue to bring their 
innovative ideas and support, no matter what, to our meetings. They made the impossible 
possible. Thank you: Doug Aykroyd, Elizabeth Aykroyd, Jan Dinan, Mark Ankarberg, Peter Rice, 
Curt Springer, and Tom Hardiman. Thank you, Tom, for making the virtual meetings work for 
us and for all of the behind-the-scenes activities vital to keeping the Athenæum functioning. 
 
We will continue our virtual meetings in 2021 and will plan more virtual new member events. 
Our hope, of course, is to be able to hold an in-person annual summer picnic. We look forward 
to celebrating with you all when conditions are safe to do so. Stay safe. 
 
 
Cynthia Knapp, Chair 
Social Committee 
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Report of the Special Collections Committee 
 
 
The goal of the Special Collections Committee is to keep local manuscripts, imprints, ephemera, 
serials, and photographs from leaving Portsmouth and to seek out items that should come back 
to this area. We recommend to the board materials for transfer or deaccession and encourage 
local organizations to give or deposit manuscripts and photographs for public research. 
 
The committee almost never meets as a group since we do most of our work by email or 
individually with staff. J. Dennis Robinson (who checks eBay) and Richard Candee work with 
Tom Hardiman and others on the staff regarding possible purchases. Manuscripts are considered 
by Susan Kindstedt (until her leave of absence due to the pandemic, and Tom Hardiman has 
since assumed this role), photographs and postcards by James Smith, and ephemera by Carolyn 
Marvin and Katy Sternberger. Richard also serves on the Library Committee for selecting special 
collections materials in need of conservation. 
 
Rare Books 
 
As usual, many additions have been donated by members, staff, and friends. Sarah H. Murphy 
donated a Remick family Bible and early genealogy of the family. Rare book gifts this year 
included a third edition of Joseph Moxon’s (1627–1691) Mechanick Exercises . . . published in 
London in 1703, donated by Tom Hardiman and Anne Alie in memory of Arthur Gerrier. 
 
We also purchased on eBay two early Portsmouth imprints published for local bookseller Charles 
Peirce by William Treadwell of Portsmouth: Samuel Heyworth’s Religious Cases of Conscious 
(Portsmouth, 1808) and Samuel Pike’s The Spiritual Connection (Portsmouth, 1808). In addition, 
we bought online A Select Century of Corerius’s Colloquies in Latin, inscribed with the name of a 
former Portsmouth owner, “Theodore Chase 1795.” 
 
Manuscripts 
 
Manuscripts purchased in 2020 were the Robert Gerrish Records (1837–1864), including two 
letters and twenty receipts from this stove dealer in Portsmouth, as well as the account book 
(1795–1820) of Mark Green, a local master ship’s carpenter. Kinley Gregg donated a July 1827 
letter addressed to William Parrot. 
 
Before Susan Kindstedt took leave during the pandemic, she was coordinating a collaborative 
project with the Portsmouth Public Library and New England Historic Genealogical Society to 
index the historical records of the Portsmouth School Department from 1846 to 1935 in 122 
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volumes. A grant from the Thaxter 
Foundation was awarded jointly to 
the Athenæum and the PPL to 
purchase rehousing supplies. 
 
Susan reported on the Athenæum’s 
blog about MS138, a large 
collection of really useful receipts 
given to us last year by Dean Scott, 
a descendant of Irish immigrant 
George Scott, who ran a saloon on 
the corner of Market Street and 
Green Street from 1870 to 1888. 
The receipts also document his role 
as vice president of the Portsmouth 
Brewing Company on Bow Street; his real estate investments; and two schooners, the Satellite 
and Hattie Lewis. 
 
Susan also organized MS142, the Captain Nathan Parker Simes Logbooks, 1853–1872, gifted to 
us in 2019 by N. Parker Simes. The books include the 1853 log of the ship Gentoo of Salem, three 
voyages of the ship Emily Farnum (1860–1865), three voyages of the ship Blackwell (1869–1871), 
and one of the ship Sonora in 1871. 
 
Ephemera 
 
Susan Kress Hamilton donated a wonderful collection of twenty-three posters designed by Tom 
Hibschman announcing the Great ’Round Gerrish Island Race for small boats (sailed or rowed), 
which was held annually from 1977 to 2007. 
 
Architectural Drawings 
 
In 2020, we bought three volumes containing 242 oversize pages of architectural drawings for the 
1,100-unit Armed Services Housing Project at the Pease Air Force Base. The 1956 drawings, by 
architects Richard Koehler and Nicholas Isaak of Manchester, New Hampshire, include floor 
plans and elevations, plus paint and finish schedules as well as diagrams for electrical, plumbing, 
and heating and ventilation for the officers’ and airmen’s housing. Since the homes have been 
destroyed in the redevelopment of Pease, these drawings document the twentieth-century federal 
building program. Research Librarian Katy Sternberger processed the volumes. 

Archivist Susan Kindstedt with the Portsmouth 
School Department Records. Photo: Sherry Wood. 
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Photographs 
 
Photographs purchased on eBay included 
 
 A 1934 photo of the cast of the play College Inn at Portsmouth High School. 
 Twelve Davis Brothers stereo cards, including four generations of the Cushing family, the 

Samuel Sherburne house on Myrtle Avenue, and three images of Salter’s Island. 
 Thirty-nine snapshots of the Frank Jones Maplewood estate, including two African-

American workers and a colorized photograph probably by Charles Sinclair. 
 A 1958 postcard of the interior of DeJay’s Gifts & Casual Wear inside the Meadowbrook 

Motor Inn. 
 
Images added by gift included 
 
 Sixty local images in various media given in loving memory of Ann T. Travers by 

Photographic Collections Manager James Smith. 
 Thirty-six original press photos about the 1939 USS Squalus disaster, attributed to 

photographer Eugene Souligny and donated by Bobbie McCollum. 
 A photograph of Dr. Veena D. Desai with information about her practice on Court Street. 

 
Prior to the start of the pandemic in March, several volunteers were working on the photograph 
collections: Mary Ertl, H. Lauren Gallant, Richard Kirkpatrick, Kristen Peterson, Peter Randall, 
and James Shanley. When the Athenæum closed temporarily and volunteer projects were put on 
hold, we postponed related photographic events for the Haven School Project and the newest 
addition to the Douglas Armsden collection. 
 
After several months, Proprietor James Shanley resumed his work to rehouse 35mm slides and 
negatives (4x5, 5x7, and 8x10) into archival sleeves and boxes. So far, he has rehoused more than 
10,000 Armsden images. Proprietor Robert Chase has individually identified people, places, and 
events in latest Armsden material donated by his three daughters in 2020. 
 
Three existing photograph collections were completely recataloged: P0004, Dolph Naval 
Photographs; P0016, North Church Images; and P0017, Portsmouth Hospital Photographs. This 
included renumbering, improving image descriptions, and updating authority files to optimize 
the records in the catalog. 
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One new collection was added: P0067, which includes 138 images, many photographed prior to 
1960, from Proprietor Howard T. Oedel’s dissertation, “Portsmouth, New Hampshire: The Role 
of the Provincial Capital in the Development” (Rare Book 37612, volumes 1 to 5). 
 
Staff also rehoused the oversize photograph collections and images removed from an 
overburdened filing cabinet. These were placed into fourteen oversize Hollinger boxes. The 
records were updated to include accurate locations and better descriptors for researchers. 
 
Recataloging also continued on 
 
 P0003, Wendell Family. The daguerreotypes and one Hollinger box were completely 

recataloged with improved image descriptions and updated authority files. Images added 
were previously scanned by Proprietor Peter Randall. 

 P0040, Portsmouth Advocates. This collection is being completely updated. From 
previously unprinted films, we added more than 500 new images as part of Richard 
Candee’s neighborhood architectural survey done before the establishment of the 
Portsmouth Advocates in 1980. Additionally, previously unprocessed images related to 
the West End Survey, 1991–1992, are being added. Another complete survey for the 
Christian Shore neighborhood, circa 1992, will be added. 

 
Sharing Collections with the Public 
 
Proprietor Sherry Wood authored or 
edited a dozen “At the Athenæum” 
articles for the Portsmouth Herald in 
addition to managing the Athenæum’s 
triannual newsletter. On social media, 
staff shared more than 110 images and 
videos related to the Athenæum and its 
collections. Our website regularly 
highlighted collections that were well 
researched by the staff. 
 
 
Richard Candee, Chair 
Special Collections Committee 
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Report of the Technology Committee 
 
 
The Technology Committee met in 2020 to review technology issues facing the Athenæum. We 
continued the service contract that we initiated in 2006 with Lenharth Systems, as they have 
provided excellent technical support. 
 
Additionally, in May 2020 the Athenæum migrated our website hosting services to Lenharth 
Systems in an effort led by Research Librarian Katy Sternberger. This move saved more than 
$300 over our previous vendor, increased our website performance, and improved security. 
 
To improve internet performance and speed, midyear we agreed to switch to Comcast Business 
as our provider at a cost of $1,080 per annum with a three-year rate lock. 
 
The contract for the copier expired at the end of 2020. Will Lenharth found a comparable used 
copier with a purchase price between $300 and $400. Maintenance will be “pay as you go.” 
 
We did not purchase any new workstations in 2020 but budgeted one for 2021. We determined 
that the scanners are good for now. 
 
The security system’s fire alarm at the remote storage building in North Hampton had stopped 
working for four months, but it was fixed during the fall and is now working correctly. 
 
There will be an increase in the fee for the PastPerfect online catalog to accommodate up to 
70,000 records, a new version of QuickBooks is estimated to cost $650, and we budgeted $1,500 
for a contingency fund. 
 
 
Gail Drobnyk (chair), Rose Eppard, Tom Hardiman, Robin Silva 
Technology Committee 
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Report of the Treasurer 
 
 
I am sure it comes as no surprise when I tell you that 2020 was a challenging year financially for 
the Athenæum. What you may find surprising is how excited I am to share with you the results 
from a cash flow perspective. 
 
I have good news and bad news. First, the bad news. As you’re aware, COVID-19 had a 
devastating effect on many local retail institutions. Unfortunately, the Athenæum participated 
directly in that economic damage through the lease to Ireland on the Square. In fact, we finished 
the year collecting $37,000 less in rent than was budgeted and written into the lease. 
 
The good news is that through the diligent work of our extremely capable office manager, 
Stephanie Tabit, we were able to secure a $40,900 federal Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
loan, which as of November 18, 2020, has been forgiven 100 percent. The PPP loan was made 
available through the CARES Act that was enacted on March 27, 2020. 
 
In addition to securing these funds, we were frugal in our spending and saved where we could. 
An example of that is when I noticed that our tax preparation and accounting costs had become 
extraordinarily high compared to similar services, we negotiated a 45 percent decrease in our fees 
for the same service by the same accounting firm. This will result in a $2,000 annual savings. 
 
Far and away, the best fiscal news for the Athenæum was the support of you, our Proprietors. 
When the call went out by President Brad Lown earlier in the year that the Athenæum was facing 
financial challenges, you answered with record-high response to the annual appeal. Based on past 
results, we budgeted total annual appeal donations of $45,000. With your generosity, we ended 
the year with a record $116,358. 
 
As a result, we ended the year with a strong cash flow. Our total cash revenues for the year were 
$522,449. Total cash expenses were $434,782, which left us with an operating cash flow of 
$87,667. 
 
 
Jeffrey Keefe, Treasurer 
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Preliminary Financial Summary, January–December 2020 
 
REVENUES 

 Proprietor Assessments  $       104,065 

 Annual Appeal           116,358 

 Miscellaneous Contributions             40,049 

 Investment Income             98,626 

 Other Operating Income           105,742  

 Gain (Loss) on Sale of Investments          (63,414) 

 Receipts for Special Purposes             57,609  
TOTAL REVENUES (including gifts and grants)  $       459,035  
  
EXPENSES 

 Staff & Related Costs  $       208,527  

 Collections             22,788  

 Utilities             43,165 

 Building, Maintenance & Renovations             72,158 

 Insurance, Office & Printing             83,605 

 Depreciation             49,395 

 Special Purpose Expenditures               4,539 
TOTAL EXPENSES  $       484,177 
NET INCOME  $      (25,142) 
    
ENDOWMENTS & RESERVE ADDITIONS 

 Reserve Additions  $         10,875 
   

Balance Sheet 
ASSETS 

 Cash (including savings reserves)  $       352,800 

 Invested Funds        1,937,057 

 Accounts Receivable                  125  

 Prepaid Expenses               9,331 

 Fixed Assets        1,134,669 
TOTAL ASSETS  $    3,433,982 
    
LIABILITIES 

 Prepaid Proprietor Assessments  $         54,000 

 Deferred Income                2,362 

 Security Deposit                4,398 

 Accounts Payable                1,030 
TOTAL LIABILITIES  $         61,790 
ASSETS – LIABILITIES =  $    3,372,192  
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Gift Acknowledgements 
 
 

Annual Appeal Gillian Aguilar 
Annual Appeal Melissa Alden 
Annual Appeal Ted Alex 
Annual Appeal Kimberly Alexander 
Annual Appeal Stephen Alie 
Annual Appeal Robert Allen 
Annual Appeal Timothy Allison 
Annual Appeal Robert Allister 
Annual Appeal Alan Ammann 
Annual Appeal Richard Antal 
Annual Appeal Shintaro Asano 
Annual Appeal Robert Austell 
Annual Appeal Douglas Aykroyd 
Annual Appeal Elizabeth Aykroyd 
Annual Appeal Michael Baenen 
Annual Appeal Patricia Bagley 
Annual Appeal Ronda Baker Hill 
Annual Appeal Gilman Barndollar 
Annual Appeal Robert Barth 
Annual Appeal Larry Benedict 
Annual Appeal Linda Benton 
Annual Appeal Peter Bergh 
Annual Appeal The John Bickford 

Foundation 
Annual Appeal Kathleen Boduch 
Annual Appeal David Borden 
Annual Appeal Peter Bowman 
Annual Appeal Margaret Bradford 
Annual Appeal Pat Breslin 
Annual Appeal David Bryan 
Annual Appeal Maryellen Burke 
Annual Appeal Irene Bush 
Annual Appeal Lorn Buxton 
Annual Appeal Richard Candee 
Annual Appeal Philip Carling 
Annual Appeal Thomas Carnicelli 
Annual Appeal Jennifer Carsen 
Annual Appeal Angela Carter 
Annual Appeal Warren Caster 

Annual Appeal Judith Castle 
Annual Appeal Thomas Catalano 
Annual Appeal Edward Caylor 
Annual Appeal Robert Chaikin 
Annual Appeal John Chamberlain 
Annual Appeal Robert Chase 
Annual Appeal Linda Cheatham 
Annual Appeal Joan Christy 
Annual Appeal Michael Chubrich 
Annual Appeal Sharon Churchill 
Annual Appeal Irja Cilluffo 
Annual Appeal Geoffrey & Martha Fuller 

Clark 
Annual Appeal Patrick Clary 
Annual Appeal Elaine Clement 
Annual Appeal William Colbath 
Annual Appeal Wendy Cote 
Annual Appeal Lynne Crocker 
Annual Appeal R. Laurence Cullen 
Annual Appeal Michael Dater 
Annual Appeal Stanley Davis 
Annual Appeal William Davis 
Annual Appeal Judith Day 
Annual Appeal Stephen Decatur 
Annual Appeal Sara Delano 
Annual Appeal Stephen Demarais 
Annual Appeal Karyn DeNicola 
Annual Appeal Robert Dennett 
Annual Appeal G. Wesley DeVries 
Annual Appeal John Dika 
Annual Appeal Janet Dinan 
Annual Appeal Charles Doleac 
Annual Appeal Charles Doleac 
Annual Appeal Ronan Donohoe 
Annual Appeal Gary Doyle 
Annual Appeal Gail Drobnyk 
Annual Appeal Dudley Dudley 
Annual Appeal Townsend Dunn 
Annual Appeal Sharen Eidelberg-Spratt 
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Annual Appeal David Ellis 
Annual Appeal Timothy Ellis 
Annual Appeal John Elwell 
Annual Appeal Amy Lou Emanuel Bassett 
Annual Appeal Barbara Engelbach 
Annual Appeal Craig Evans 
Annual Appeal David Ewing 
Annual Appeal James Fender 
Annual Appeal Ellen Fineberg 
Annual Appeal Sarah Ford (Serena Coe 

Paine Charitable Fund) 
Annual Appeal Jameson French 
Annual Appeal Christine Friese 
Annual Appeal Keith Frisbee 
Annual Appeal Lauren Gallant 
Annual Appeal C. Wesley Gardner Jr. 
Annual Appeal James Garvin 
Annual Appeal Sally Gayer 
Annual Appeal Gary Ghigliotti 
Annual Appeal Jay Gibson 
Annual Appeal Christine & William 

Gimpel 
Annual Appeal David Gobbi 
Annual Appeal Frank Graf 
Annual Appeal Eric Gregg 
Annual Appeal Kinley Gregg 
Annual Appeal Ruth Griffin 
Annual Appeal Judith Groppa 
Annual Appeal Nancy Grossman 
Annual Appeal Sarah Hamill 
Annual Appeal Nancy Hammond 
Annual Appeal Thomas Hardiman 
Annual Appeal Neil Herring 
Annual Appeal Ann Hett 
Annual Appeal Gary Hicks 
Annual Appeal Barbara Hill 
Annual Appeal Margaret Hodges (R.A. 

Bloxam Fund) 
Annual Appeal Walter & Mary Ellen 

Hoerman 
Annual Appeal John Hopkins 
Annual Appeal W. Dean Howells 
Annual Appeal J. Michael Hughes 

Annual Appeal Lionel Ingram 
Annual Appeal Andrew Jaffe 
Annual Appeal Marcia Jebb 
Annual Appeal Hugh Jencks 
Annual Appeal Paul Jesep 
Annual Appeal Linda Johnson 
Annual Appeal Joan Jones 
Annual Appeal Jeffrey Keefe 
Annual Appeal Herbert Kingsbury 
Annual Appeal Cynthia Knapp 
Annual Appeal Elaine Krasker 
Annual Appeal Jason Kroll 
Annual Appeal Michael Labrie 
Annual Appeal Dawn Lake 
Annual Appeal Robert Lambert 
Annual Appeal Evelyn Lamprey 
Annual Appeal Elinor Lamson 
Annual Appeal Patricia Lebel Philbrook 
Annual Appeal Frederick Lewis 
Annual Appeal John Lewis 
Annual Appeal William Littlefield 
Annual Appeal Kathe Lobdell 
Annual Appeal Bradley Lown 
Annual Appeal Wendy Lull 
Annual Appeal Susan MacDougall 
Annual Appeal Glenn Mackles 
Annual Appeal Courtney MacLachlan 
Annual Appeal John Maher 
Annual Appeal Mary Ann Mahoney 
Annual Appeal Fran Mallon 
Annual Appeal Donald Margeson 
Annual Appeal O. Jeanne d’Arc Mayo 
Annual Appeal Michael McAndrew 
Annual Appeal Janet McCracken 
Annual Appeal Garvin McCurdy 
Annual Appeal Allen McGee 
Annual Appeal Mark McNabb 
Annual Appeal George W. Merck Fund 

(NHCF) 
Annual Appeal Patricia Meyers 
Annual Appeal Faith Miller 
Annual Appeal Rebecca Mitchell 
Annual Appeal Andrew Moore 
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Annual Appeal Thomas Morgan 
Annual Appeal Nancy Mulqueen 
Annual Appeal Stephen Munton 
Annual Appeal Michael Murray 
Annual Appeal Sarah Newick 
Annual Appeal Sherrill Nixon 
Annual Appeal Jane Nylander 
Annual Appeal James O’Neil 
Annual Appeal Janis & Terrence Packer 
Annual Appeal Peter E. Paisley 
Annual Appeal John Payzant 
Annual Appeal Paul Pelletier 
Annual Appeal Charles Petlick 
Annual Appeal Wendy Pirsig 
Annual Appeal Antonia Pollak 
Annual Appeal Joe Porter 
Annual Appeal Linda Posson 
Annual Appeal Sherman Pridham 
Annual Appeal William Purinton 
Annual Appeal Peter Randall 
Annual Appeal David Random 
Annual Appeal Susan Reynolds 
Annual Appeal Sara Rhoades 
Annual Appeal John Rice 
Annual Appeal Peter Rice 
Annual Appeal Santina Riley 
Annual Appeal Jessica Ritzo 
Annual Appeal Lee Roberts 
Annual Appeal Stephen Roberts 
Annual Appeal J. Dennis Robinson 
Annual Appeal Kathleen Rockwood 
Annual Appeal Alexandra Rowland 
Annual Appeal Rodney Rowland 
Annual Appeal Reagan Ruedig 
Annual Appeal Suzanne Russell 
Annual Appeal Sandra Rux 
Annual Appeal David Sanderson 
Annual Appeal Eleonore Sanderson 
Annual Appeal Sareen Sarna 
Annual Appeal Gayle Sawtelle 
Annual Appeal Frederic Schubert 
Annual Appeal Linn Schulz 
Annual Appeal Stephanie Seacord 

Annual Appeal Keith Searles 
Annual Appeal John Seavey 
Annual Appeal James Shanley 
Annual Appeal John Shaw 
Annual Appeal Andrew Sherburne 
Annual Appeal Donald Sloper 
Annual Appeal Marjorie Smith 
Annual Appeal Stacey Smith 
Annual Appeal Thomas Smith 
Annual Appeal Sally Smyser 
Annual Appeal Lucinda Spaney 
Annual Appeal Curtis Springer 
Annual Appeal Dana Stairs 
Annual Appeal Nancy Starks-Cheney 
Annual Appeal Craig Steidle 
Annual Appeal Robert Stewart 
Annual Appeal Richard Stott 
Annual Appeal Sally Strazdins 
Annual Appeal Barbara Sweet 
Annual Appeal James Swisher 
Annual Appeal John Tabor 
Annual Appeal Betty Tamposi 
Annual Appeal Edmund Tarbell 
Annual Appeal Mark Tarbell 
Annual Appeal Peter Tarlton 
Annual Appeal David Taylor 
Annual Appeal Carvel Tefft 
Annual Appeal Edward & Katherine 

Tenthoff 
Annual Appeal Heather Thomsen 
Annual Appeal A. Robert Thoresen 
Annual Appeal Richard Toomey 
Annual Appeal W. Peter Torrey 
Annual Appeal Charles Tyrrell 
Annual Appeal Gary Usher 
Annual Appeal Joan Waldron 
Annual Appeal Thomas Watson 
Annual Appeal David Watters 
Annual Appeal David Weber 
Annual Appeal Peter Weeks 
Annual Appeal William Weiler 
Annual Appeal John Werner 
Annual Appeal Douglas Wheeler 
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Annual Appeal Christopher & Alice White 
Annual Appeal Anne Whitney 
Annual Appeal David Willcox 
Annual Appeal Samuel Winebaum 
Annual Appeal Mara Witzling 
Annual Appeal Susan Wolowitz 
Annual Appeal Eliza Wood 
Annual Appeal Roger Wood 
Annual Appeal Mary Lee Worboys 
Annual Appeal Ursula Wright 
Annual Appeal Lawrence Yerdon 
Annual Appeal Susan Zuckert 

Arts Athenaeum David Bryan 
Arts Athenaeum Lorn Buxton 
Arts Athenaeum Michael Chubrich 
Arts Athenaeum Irja Cilluffo 
Arts Athenaeum Martha Fuller & Geoffrey 

Clark 
Arts Athenaeum William Davis 
Arts Athenaeum Ronan Donohoe 
Arts Athenaeum Frank Graf 
Arts Athenaeum Judith Groppa 
Arts Athenaeum John Hopkins 
Arts Athenaeum Robert Lambert 
Arts Athenaeum Peter Randall 
Arts Athenaeum Sandra Rux 
Arts Athenaeum Eleonore Sanderson 
Arts Athenaeum James Shanley 
Arts Athenaeum Heather Thomsen 

Book Fund Juliana Cardone 
Book Fund John Stephen Chamberlain 
Book Fund Joan Christy 
Book Fund R. Laurence Cullen 
Book Fund Robert Lambert 
Book Fund John Lewis 
Book Fund Steven Parker Feld 
Book Fund Barbara Renner 
Book Fund Eleonore Sanderson 
Book Fund Robert Stewart 
Book Fund Roger Wood 
Book Fund: 
Donald Hickmott Fund 

James Garvin 

Book Fund: 
Donald Hickmott Fund 

Thomas Hardiman 

Book Fund: 
Donald Hickmott Fund 

Woodard Openo 

Book Fund: In memory of 
Nancy Hayward Milani 

Paul Jesep 

Book Fund: 
George I. Pierce Fund 

Karen Pierce 

Book Fund: Jane Porter Fund Deborah Child 
Book Fund: Jane Porter Fund Steven Fowle 
Book Fund: 
Merilee Possner Fund 

Deborah Child 

Book Fund: 
Merilee Possner Fund 

Susan Zuckert 

Endowment David Bryan 
Endowment Frank Graf 
Endowment Daniel Hoefle 
Endowment Robert Lambert 
Endowment Robert Mennel 
Endowment Sarah Newick 
Endowment Eleonore Sanderson 
Endowment Gayle Sawtelle 
Endowment A. Robert Thoresen 

Friend Karen Alexander 
Friend Richard Antal 
Friend Elizabeth Aykroyd 
Friend Lee Beauregard 
Friend Barbara Benn 
Friend Daniel Bottino 
Friend Robert & Sue Butler 
Friend Weld Butler 
Friend Marcia Call 
Friend Joanne Carpenter 
Friend Warren Caster 
Friend Judith Castle 
Friend Sharon Churchill 
Friend William Colbath 
Friend Donald Craig 
Friend Karyn DeNicola 
Friend Carolyn Eastman 
Friend John Eddy 
Friend Jamie Garneau 
Friend Christopher Gillard 
Friend David Gobbi 
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Friend Tracey Graffam-Dickson 
Friend Catherine Howkins 
Friend Ann Hett 
Friend Bill Holly 
Friend Linda Johnson 
Friend Stephen & Julia Johnson 
Friend Philip Kendrick 
Friend William Leavenworth 
Friend William Littlefield 
Friend Nina Maurer 
Friend Tony McManus 
Friend Judy Miller 
Friend Joseph Monane 
Friend Jacqueline Mueller 
Friend Jeffrey Myers 
Friend Robert Najar 
Friend James O’Neil 
Friend Janis & Terrence Packer 
Friend John Pendleton 
Friend Charlotte Phelps 
Friend Wendy Pirsig 
Friend Antonia Pollak 
Friend Fred Pulitzer 
Friend Louis Pulzetti 
Friend Christina Rodgers 
Friend Henry Roenke 
Friend Brenna Ryder 
Friend Carol Ryder 
Friend Jeff Ryder 
Friend Elizabeth Sanborn 
Friend Donald Sloper 
Friend Hazel Standeven 
Friend Michael Sterling 
Friend Richard Stott 
Friend Edward & Katherine 

Tenthoff 
Friend Carmen Valentino 
Friend Marcie Vaughan 
Friend Jonathan Warner 
Friend David Weber 
Friend John Werner 
Friend Andy White 
Friend Christopher & Alice White 

Friend A. Matthew Wirth 
Friend Diane Woods 
Friend Mary Lee Worboys 

Library Conservation Fund Philip Carling 

Special Collections Fund David Bryan 
Special Collections Fund Richard Candee 
Special Collections Fund John Stephen Chamberlain 
Special Collections Fund Kerry Cronin 
Special Collections Fund Robert Lambert 
Special Collections Fund Carolyn Roy 
Special Collections Fund John Seavey 
Special Collections Fund James Shanley 
Special Collections Fund Roger Wood 
Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

Catherine Armsden 

Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

Gay Armsden 

Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

Richard Candee 

Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

Linda Cheatham 

Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

Beverley Daniel 

Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

Mary Ertl 

Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

Flatbread Pizza  

Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

David Gobbi 

Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

Douglas Kane 

Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

Rachel Lyons 

Special Collections Fund: 
Armsden Collection 

Janet MacKay 

Special Collections Fund: 
Rutledge Collection 

Isle of Shoals Association  

Unrestricted Donation Robert Allen 
Unrestricted Donation Patricia Bagley 
Unrestricted Donation Walter Bardenwerper 
Unrestricted Donation Robert Barth 
Unrestricted Donation Michael Blair 
Unrestricted Donation Jeremy Blum 
Unrestricted Donation Ronald Bourgeault 
Unrestricted Donation Evangeline Brawn 
Unrestricted Donation John Brewster 
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Unrestricted Donation David Bryan 
Unrestricted Donation Alan Cantor 
Unrestricted Donation Joseph Capobianco 
Unrestricted Donation Michael Chubrich 
Unrestricted Donation Martha Clark 
Unrestricted Donation Kerry Cronin 
Unrestricted Donation R. Cullen 
Unrestricted Donation Adam Daly 
Unrestricted Donation Judith Day 
Unrestricted Donation Charles A. DeGrandpre 

Revocable Trust  
Unrestricted Donation Sara Delano 
Unrestricted Donation Dell Technologies 
Unrestricted Donation Robert Dennett 
Unrestricted Donation Janet Dinan 
Unrestricted Donation Charles Doleac 
Unrestricted Donation Marilyn Easton 
Unrestricted Donation Barbara Engelbach 
Unrestricted Donation Rose Eppard 
Unrestricted Donation Elizabeth Field 
Unrestricted Donation Lauren Gallant 
Unrestricted Donation Eric Gregg 
Unrestricted Donation Joan Hammond 
Unrestricted Donation Nancy Hammond 
Unrestricted Donation Michael Harvell 
Unrestricted Donation W. Dean Howells 
Unrestricted Donation Andrew Jaffe 
Unrestricted Donation Jean Kane 
Unrestricted Donation Michael Labrie 
Unrestricted Donation Peter Lamb 
Unrestricted Donation Robert Lambert 
Unrestricted Donation Evelyn Lamprey 
Unrestricted Donation John Lamson 
Unrestricted Donation Patricia Lebel Philbrook 
Unrestricted Donation Marvin Lesser 
Unrestricted Donation Frederick Lewis 
Unrestricted Donation Adam Lovski 
Unrestricted Donation A. T. Michael MacDonald 
Unrestricted Donation Susan MacDougall 
Unrestricted Donation Bruce MacIntyre 
Unrestricted Donation Marston Fund (NHCF) 
Unrestricted Donation Elizabeth Mauran 
Unrestricted Donation Janet McCracken 

Unrestricted Donation Garvin McCurdy 
Unrestricted Donation Robert Mennel 
Unrestricted Donation Patricia Meyers 
Unrestricted Donation Faith Miller 
Unrestricted Donation Robert Morrill 
Unrestricted Donation Zhana Morris 
Unrestricted Donation Kathleen Murray 
Unrestricted Donation Michael Murray 
Unrestricted Donation Susan Noerdlinger 
Unrestricted Donation Norman Olsen 
Unrestricted Donation Our NH Heritage – 

A Fund of Northeast 
Auctions (NHCF) 

Unrestricted Donation Karen Pierce 
Unrestricted Donation Joseph Porter 
Unrestricted Donation Tara Raiselis 
Unrestricted Donation Samuel Reid 
Unrestricted Donation Susan Reynolds 
Unrestricted Donation John Rice 
Unrestricted Donation Alexandra Rowland 
Unrestricted Donation Rodney Rowland 
Unrestricted Donation James Russ 
Unrestricted Donation David Sanderson 
Unrestricted Donation Anthony Sarni 
Unrestricted Donation Patricia Scholz-Cohen 
Unrestricted Donation Michael Schwartz 
Unrestricted Donation Thomas Sherman 
Unrestricted Donation Sherman Family Charity 

Fund 
Unrestricted Donation Simone Shields 
Unrestricted Donation Lucinda Spaney 
Unrestricted Donation David Splaine 
Unrestricted Donation Dana Stairs 
Unrestricted Donation Craig Steidle 
Unrestricted Donation Mark Tarbell 
Unrestricted Donation Carvel Tefft 
Unrestricted Donation A. Robert Thoresen 
Unrestricted Donation W. Peter Torrey 
Unrestricted Donation Rodney Watterson 
Unrestricted Donation Mara Witzling 
Unrestricted: 
In honor of Sally Gayer 

Gail Mapel 

Unrestricted: 
In honor of Tom Hardiman 

John Mayer 
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Unrestricted: 
In memory of Hugo Riciputi 

Debbie & Steve Genestreti 

Unrestricted: 
In memory of Hugo Riciputi 

Shelley Hershey 

Unrestricted: 
In memory of Hugo Riciputi 

Edward Koza 

Unrestricted: 
In memory of Hugo Riciputi 

Jessica Nguy 

Unrestricted: 
In memory of Hugo Riciputi 

Louis Pulzetti 

Unrestricted: 
In memory of Hugo Riciputi 

Julie Tardiff 

Unrestricted: 
In memory of Hugo Riciputi 

Grace Young 

Warren Conservation Fund Karen Bouffard 
Warren Conservation Fund Robert Lambert 
Warren Conservation Fund Reagan Ruedig 

 

  

 
Longtime Proprietor and well-known New Hampshire attorney Charles 
DeGrandpre left a $10,000 bequest to the Athenæum. His daughter, 
Libby Giordano, presented the check to the Athenæum on December 
15, 2020. Pictured from left: Bradley Lown, president; Libby Giordano; 
Tom Hardiman, keeper; and Jeffrey Keefe, treasurer. Photo: Jan Dinan. 
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Necrology 
 
 
In Memoriam 
 
 
Shintaro (Sam) Asano ........................................................................................... Subscriber 

Eve Barrett .............................................................................................................. Share 37 (formerly) 

Betty Morton Belcher ............................................................................................ Share 30 (formerly) 

Patricia Caron ........................................................................................................ Share 104 

Charles DeGrandpre ............................................................................................. Share 364 

Neil Andrew Graves .............................................................................................. Share 281 (formerly) 

Charles Lassen........................................................................................................ Share 206 

Paul McEachern ..................................................................................................... Share 215 

Barbara Millar ........................................................................................................ Share 103 (formerly) 

Charlene M. Petlick ............................................................................................... Share 147 (spouse) 

Carol Rymes ........................................................................................................... Share 333 

Shirley R. Sanders .................................................................................................. Share 358 

Max Smith .............................................................................................................. Share 162 (formerly) 

Leonard S. Thomsen ............................................................................................. Share 338 (spouse) 
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Portsmouth Athenæum 
Open Tuesday–Saturday, 

1 to 4 p.m., and by appointment 
 

9 Market Square 
P.O. Box 366 

Portsmouth, N.H. 03802 
 

603.431.2538 
portsmouthathenaeum.org 

 
 
Officers & Directors 
President – Bradley Lown 
Vice President – Sally Gayer 
Treasurer – Jeffrey Keefe 
Secretary – Margaret Hodges 
Past President – Stephen Roberts 
David A. Borden 
Edward Caylor 
Lynne Crocker 
Janet Dinan 
Ellen Fineberg 
Mark McNabb 
Peter Peirce Rice 
Sandra Rux 
Peter Tarlton 

Staff 
Keeper – Tom Hardiman 
Librarian – Robin Silva 
Archivist – Susan Kindstedt 
Office Manager – Stephanie Hobbs Tabit 
Photographic Collections Manager – 
     James Smith 
Research Librarians – Carolyn Marvin, 
     Katy Sternberger 
 
 
Credits 
Designer and Editor – Katy Sternberger 
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